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Shosei-en's gardener

shares his feelings about
the season.
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Bulrush, an emergent water plant that grows along the waterside by the Kaito-ro Corridor Bridge,
has been designated a critically endangered species in the Red Data Book of Kyoto Prefecture 2015.
In summer, bulrush bloom ears so large they collapse under their own weight. Therefore, an
important part of managing these plants is to lean them together in clumps capable of supporting
one another. Bulrush that either are blown over by strong winds or that collapse under their own
weight are cut down. Those that survive, however, bear seed fluff that sways beautifully in autumn.
The full lifespan of bulrush can be enjoyed here, from the time they bud in spring until they die in
winter. Try looking at how they change in each season.
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road-leaved cattails are known for their plump sausage-like ears. The sausage part is the female flower and is densely

packed with small flowers that only have pistils. The top section is the male flower, which scatters copious amounts of ~ &7

yellow pollen when it blooms. In Japan, this pollen is called "ho-oh” in and has long been known as a coagulant. In Kojiki, /‘

Japan's ancient mythological chronicle, the "Hare of Inaba” fale also records that cattail ears were rubbed on people's 7

bodies fo freat injuries. In early winter, roughly 100,000 fluff-bearing seeds ride the wind to spread life to the next E -

generatfion. In ancienf times, this seed fluff was used as futon mats. Their soft and downy appearance < |eEnssartar B E‘

makes them look very invifing, o gﬁﬁ IJ@E;K;T%I::EEC;E%E”LTD' e
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\“here! In this expansive garden, there are some plant varieties that can't be seen unless
bl - ~ you get close to them. We'll infroduce the plants whose flowers bloom at this fime
(,‘;‘5’ e ’C“ of year, so enjoy all the lovely blooming flowers.
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A cool place in the shade where you
can hear the sound of water.
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Crepe myrtle Gardenia Purple loosestrife Purple beautyberry 2, 2
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